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CONFIDENTIAL QUITO 0688 

EXDIS 

FOR ARA - ASSISTANT SECRETARY ROGERS AND PM DIRECTOR VEST 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: OVIPEC 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR HOSPITALIZATION OF AIDA LEON DE RODRIGUEZ 
LARA, WIFE OF FORMER PRESIDENT RODRIGUEZ LARA 

REF: QUITO 0551 

1 . YOUR RESPECTIVE STAFFS ARE NO DOUBT IN THE PROCESS OF 
CONSIDERING THE REQUEST FOR HOSPITALIZATION FOR MRS. RODRIGUEZ 
LARA WHICH WAS SUBMITTED BY REFTEL DURING MY ABSENCE FROM THE 
POST AND WHICH HAS MY FULL SUPPORT. MAY I SUGGEST THAT TWO CONSID- 
ERATIONS BE BORNE IN MIND: 

A. ALTHOUGH OUT OF POWER AND POLITICS NOW, RODRIGUEZ LARA 
CONTINUES IN MY VIEW TO COMMAND SOME POPULAR SUPPORT. 

SITUATIONS CHANGE, AND IT IS NOT INCONCEIVABLE TO ME THAT HE 
MIGHT RETURN TO A POSITION OF RESPONSIBILITY IN ECUADOR. 

THAT SUGGESTS TO ME THAT WE OUGHT TO CONSIDER FAVORABLY THIS 
REQUEST. 

B. HAVING APPROVED THE HOSPITALIZATION OF MRS. RODRIGUEZ 
LARA IN AUGUST OF LAST YEAR, I THINK WE WOULD ENCOUNTER 
NO CRITICISM HERE NOR ESTABLISH ANY UNDESIRABLE PRECEDENT 
BY EXTENDING THAT COURTESY NOW. IT CAN EASILY BE 
EXPLAINED, SHOULD WE HAVE TO DO SO. ON THE OTHER HAND, 

A REFUSAL MIGHT BE DIFFICULT TO EXPLAIN AND WOULD CER- 
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TAINLY NOT HELP US IN THE FUTURE WITH RODRIGUEZ LARA. 
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2. PLEASE ADVISE. 
BREWSTER 
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